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SAFETY LEVIES AMENDMENT BILL 2019 
Committee 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. The Chair of Committees (Hon Simon O’Brien) in the chair; 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan (Minister for Regional Development) in charge of the bill. 
Clause 2: Commencement — 
Committee was interrupted after the clause had been partly considered. 
Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: Hon Nick Goiran very kindly raised a question about the amendments we are 
proposing to make to this clause and asked us to consider it in light of the earlier version of the clause we have. He 
wanted an explanation about the difference between the two and why we have changed from the original formulation 
of this clause. I gave a very brief explanation, but now I can give a more extensive explanation that is really along 
the same lines. 
The sunset provision first proposed for the Safety Levies Amendment Bill mirrored exactly the language of the sunset 
provision proposed in the Work Health and Safety Bill. However, on examination it appeared that the language that was 
apt for the Work Health and Safety Bill was not apt for the Safety Levies Amendment Bill. In each case, the language 
referred to a day to be fixed for the commencement of the relevant bill. Although the WHS bill commencement clause 
provides for a day to be fixed for commencement, the SLA bill commencement clause does not. Instead, it provides 
that the commencement of the SLA bill is an automatic consequence of the commencement of part 15 of the WHS bill. 
The legislative schema is that once part 15 of the WHS bill is commenced, it automatically triggers the commencement 
of the SLA bill. It was therefore not accurate in the original version of the SLA bill sunset provision to refer to a day 
to be fixed for the commencement of the SLA bill because there is no day to be fixed; it is an automatic consequence 
of the commencement of the other bill. The version of the sunset clause now on the supplementary notice paper 
corrects this error. It reflects the link with the commencement of the WHS bill. The SLA bill will commence when 
part 15 of the WHS bill commences and will expire if the WHS bill is not commenced within 10 years.  
Hon NICK GOIRAN: I thank the minister. It is helpful to have that clarification. I still think there is an issue, which 
I will identify in a moment. 
Before I do that, Mr Chairman, can you explain how this process will now work? Ordinarily, the minister would 
move the amendment standing in her name at 1/2. I am not clear whether that will be the process, given that the 
supplementary notice paper refers to our requesting the other place to make an amendment. 
Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: It has been explained to me that the process is that I do not simply put the 
amendment but that I use this opportunity to move that the Legislative Assembly be requested to make the amendment 
at 1/2 on the supplementary notice paper. 
The CHAIR: To address the question of the last two speakers, I draw the attention of members to standing order 135, 
“Requested Amendments”, which provides — 

If an amendment may only be made by request to the Assembly pursuant to section 46 of the Constitution Acts 
Amendment Act 1899, the requested amendment shall be proposed and dealt with as any other amendment. 

That is in the first instance, of course. Therefore, we will contemplate the amendments, if moved, that are contained 
on the supplementary notice paper and the Committee of the Whole will resolve those questions. If it exceeds 
two amendments, we will entertain the motion that the minister has just foreshadowed in her remarks, which is about 
a message going to the Legislative Assembly. However, in the first instance, we must decide whether we want such 
a message to go to the Assembly, so it is as per normal at this stage. 
I look forward to the minister moving the amendments standing in her name. 
Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: I move — 

That the Legislative Assembly be requested to make the following amendment — 
Page 2, line 7 — To insert after “Royal Assent” — 

(assent day) 
The two amendments on the supplementary notice paper are obviously related. This first amendment is to facilitate 
the second. 
The CHAIR: I remind members that I am referring to amendments contained in supplementary notice paper issue 2, 
dated Tuesday, 13 October. 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: We support this request by the minister, but before the minister moves the next amendment 
at 3/2, I have some further comments to make. 

Question put and passed. 
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Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: I propose that I move the next amendment so that we can have a discussion 
around it. 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: By way of explanation, I would like to give the minister the opportunity to consider whether 
she moves exactly the words currently listed on the supplementary notice paper or a small variation to that effect. 
The small variation would be to insert the phrase “Part 15”. I note that the genesis of this matter is the 126th report 
of the Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review, tabled in May 2020. The relevant 
paragraph reads — 

Clause 2(b) of the SLA Bill — 
Which is what we are dealing with now — 

provides that the substance of the Safety Levies Amendment Act 2019 comes into operation on the day on 
which the Work Health and Safety Act 2019 Part 15 comes into operation. 

I pause there to note that recommendation 2 dealt with a similar matter in the Work Health and Safety Bill and it 
was indeed agreed to by the government, and the Committee of the Whole House has already addressed that. 
I return to paragraph 6.22 at page 12, which states — 

If Recommendation 2 is adopted, Part 15 would automatically be repealed if it does not come into operation 
within 10 years of the Work Health and Safety Act 2019 receiving Royal Assent. The substantive provisions 
of the Safety Levies Amendment Act 2019 would not operate and that Act should also be removed from 
the statute book. 

Consequently, the standing committee made its third recommendation, which was — 
Clause 2 of the Safety Levies Amendment Bill 2019 be amended to require the Safety Levies Amendment 
Act 2019 be automatically repealed if the Work Health and Safety Act 2019 Part 15 is not operational within 
the expiration of 10 years of the Work Health and Safety Act 2019 receiving Royal Assent. 

Hon Alannah MacTiernan: White flag, white flag, white flag! 
The CHAIR: Minister. 
Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: I will now move the amendment in the following form — 

That the Legislative Assembly be requested to make the following amendment — 
Page 2, after line 10 — To insert — 

(2) However, if the Work Health and Safety Act 2019 Part 15 does not come into operation before 
the end of the period of 10 years beginning on assent day, this Act is repealed on the day after 
that period ends. 

Question put and passed. 
The CHAIR: Now that we have dealt with the two amendments on the supplementary notice paper, I will invite the 
minister to move a motion without notice. Just by way of explanation, because this is where we hit a slightly different 
procedure, which only erupts every 23 years or so—hopefully, it will not happen every 23 years!—we are now going 
to entertain a motion from the minister relating to a message. If that is agreed to by the Committee of the Whole 
House, we will then report progress. Then, at some stage, we will have a message hopefully come back from the 
Assembly, at which time we will take on board what the substantive bill, as amended, then looks like, and we will 
complete our finalisation of it at that point. 

Requested Amendments 

Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN — without notice: I move — 

That a message be transmitted to the Legislative Assembly to request that the Legislative Assembly make 
the amendments requested by the Legislative Council at clause 2 of the Safety Levies Amendment Bill 2019. 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: I indicate that, of course, we will be supporting this motion that has been moved by the 
government. I just make the observation, given that apparently this happens only once every 23 years, that I would 
hate to have a situation wherein the matter comes back to us and the government decides that it would like to move 
messages of this sort with respect to clauses 3, 4, 5, 6 or 7 and then we would have to go through this exercise again. 
I take it that there is not an intention by the government to do that; there is certainly no intention on the part of the 
opposition. I make that observation whilst standing to support the motion. 

The CHAIR: I think you will find that that would be procedurally irregular, which may give some comfort to the 
member. Nonetheless, we have a fairly straightforward motion before the Chair now. 

Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: There is certainly no intention for us to pose any further amendments. 
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Question put and passed. 

Report 

The Chair reported that the committee had considered the bill, made progress and resolved to request the Assembly 
to make the amendments agreed to by the committee. 

Report adopted; the Assembly acquainted accordingly. 
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